
Oxford Baptist Institute 
 

Her campus, pictured below, is located at  

2885B South Lamar Boulevard 

Oxford, Mississippi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Photo by Richard Ross 

Founded 1975 
II Timothy 2:2  

 
 

Phone 662-234-2327 / Fax 662-234-1014 

Visit us at www.obionline.org / E-mail us at obi@obionline.org 

 

http://www.obionline.org/
mailto:obi@obionline.org


September 2010                                                                                                              Page 2    
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS  
 

 

 INTRODUCTION  ...................................................................................................... 4 

 HER FOUNDERS  ...................................................................................................... 5 

 HISTORY  ................................................................................................................. 6-7 

 MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT  .................................................................... 8 

 OUR FORMER PRESIDENTS ................................................................................. 9 

 FACULTY &  STAFF ............................................................................................... 10 

 FACTS ABOUT OXFORD BAPTIST INSTITUTE:  

  What We Believe ........................................................................................... 11 

  Seal ................................................................................................................. 11 

  Colors ............................................................................................................. 12 

  Purpose ........................................................................................................... 12 

  Authority ........................................................................................................ 12 

  Association  .................................................................................................... 12 

  Location .......................................................................................................... 12 

  Facilities ......................................................................................................... 12 

  Ownership  .................................................................................................... 13 

  School Paper ................................................................................................... 13 

  Website  .................................................................................................... 13 

 FINANCIAL SUPPORT:  

  Regular Offerings ........................................................................................... 13 

  OBI Annual School Rally............................................................................... 13 

  Designated Offerings: 

   Student Relief Fund ....................................................................... 13 

   OBI Pantry .................................................................................... 13 

   Jack S. Kelly Scholarship .............................................................. 13 

  Charles W. Mask Memorial Library .............................................................. 13 

  Endowments ................................................................................................... 13 

  Bequests ......................................................................................................... 14 

     Form ............................................................................................................. 14 
 SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES AND REQUIREMENTS:  

  Church Student Relationship .......................................................................... 15 

  Chapel............................................................................................................. 15 

  Code of Conduct ....................................................................................... 15-16 

  Dress Code   ................................................................................................... 16 

 SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS .................................................................... 17-21 

 FINANCIAL INFORMATION:  

  Registration  ................................................................................................... 21 

  Dormitory   ................................................................................................... 21 



September 2010                                                                                                              Page 3    
 

TABLE OF CONTENTS (continued) 

 
 

` Tuition ............................................................................................................ 21 

  Auditing .......................................................................................................... 21 

  Textbooks ....................................................................................................... 22 

  Refunds .......................................................................................................... 22 

  Student Relief Fund ........................................................................................ 22 

  Employment Opportunities ............................................................................ 22 

 ENTRANCE INFORMATION:  

  Registration  ................................................................................................... 22 

  Entrance Requirements .................................................................................. 23 

  Transfer Students ........................................................................................... 23 

 ACADEMIC INFORMATION:  

  Exams ............................................................................................................. 23 

  Grading System and Requirements ................................................................ 23 

  Thesis Requirements ...................................................................................... 23 

  Policy on Attendance / Absenteeism .............................................................. 24 

  Withdrawal Policy .......................................................................................... 24 

  Student Grades ............................................................................................... 25 

  Transcripts   ................................................................................................... 25 

  Make-up Work ............................................................................................... 25 

 PROBATION:  

  Academic ........................................................................................................ 25 

  Disciplinary  ................................................................................................... 25 

 GRADUATION REQUIREME NTS: 

  Spiritual .......................................................................................................... 26 

  Financial ......................................................................................................... 26 

  Academic ........................................................................................................ 26 

 WEEKLY CLASS SCHEDULE  ............................................................................. 27 

 EXPLANATION OF COURSE NUMBERS  .......................................................... 27 

 FIELDS OF STUDY (Brief summary of each field) .................................................... 28 

  Associate of Youth and Music ....................................................................... 29 

  Bible Certificate of Evangelism ..................................................................... 30 

  Bachelor of Theology ..................................................................................... 31 

  Bachelor of Bible Languages ......................................................................... 32 

  Master of Theology ........................................................................................ 33 

  Master of Bible Languages ............................................................................ 33 

  Doctoral Programs (General Information) .......................................................... 34 

  Bible Language Majors ........................................................................ 35 
  Bible Theology Majors ......................................................................... 36 

 COURSE DESCRIPTIONS ................................................................................ 37-42 



September 2010                                                                                                              Page 4    
 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Photo by Richard Ross 

 

Introduction  
  

 The Oxford Baptist Institute is owned and operated by South Lamar 

Baptist Church and it was established for the purpose of studying the 

Word of God.  The main text will always be the Bible.  Her central theme 

is the presentation of the Word of God.  This involves preaching, teaching, 

evangelism, and writing.  The search is ongoing for textbooks that defend 

the old Baptist convictions that are still standing the test of time.  The 

instructors must be believers and preachers of these truths. 

 OBI is designed to help better prepare both ministerial and non-

ministerial students.  Anyone interested in a good quality Bible education 

should consider the information in this catalog.  Further help may be 

obtained by contacting the Office of the Registrar.  The address is 2885B 

South Lamar Boulevard, Oxford, Mississippi 38655, the phone number is 

662-234-2327, and our e-mail address is obi@obionline.org. 

 

 

mailto:obi@obionline.org
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HISTORY  
  

 The Oxford Baptist Institute was established in 1975 under the sponsorship of then University 

Baptist Church.  The name of the church was changed to South Lamar Baptist Church in March 

1986.  OBIôs founders were Dr. LeRoy Dickinson, Reverend Charles Mask, and Dr. Jim Jones.  

These three men, along with Brother Ray Jones, also served as the first instructors.  She began 

holding classes in a small section of the church educational space and did so until August, 1977 when 

the first permanent school facility was completed.  The new two-story building housed faculty and 

student dorm space, shower facilities, kitchen and dining area, six classrooms, offices, book store, 

and library. 

 Brother Dickinson served faithfully and sacrificially as pastor/president.  His accomplishments 

as first pastor of the sponsoring church and the first president of OBI included the organization of the 

church, overseeing the building of a parsonage and the first church building in 1971, a new sanctuary 

in 1974, leading out in the establishment of OBI in 1975, and then the building of the first permanent 

OBI facility in 1977.  He resigned as pastor in May, 1983, but not before seeing many souls won to 

the Lord in this area.  He continued to serve as president until May, 1984.  Brother Charles Mask 

served as vice-president (1975-1977) and later as Assistant to the President (1978-1988).  Brother 

Jim Jones served as dean from 1975-1988.  In the early years many sacrifices had to be made and 

God put willing men here to make them.  Many miles were traveled and many hours were spent, very 

often without compensation. 

 In February, 1984, University Baptist Church called as her pastor, Brother Wayne Boyles.  He 

assumed the duties of president of OBI in May of that year.  Brother Boyles was a student at OBI and 

received his Doctorate in Theology that same May.  In a very short time Brother Boyles proved to be 

a very loyal, hardworking pastor and president.  Continued growth in enrollment and finances was 

experienced under his very able leadership.  The many improvements included a 40 X 48 two-story 

addition to give much needed space in the kitchen and dining area as well as the upstairs dormitory.  

The old part of the OBI facility was remodeled, the parking-lot was reshaped and beautifully paved, 

landscaping was done, the sanctuary was remodeled, and a steeple was raised. 

 In March of 1985, through the combined efforts of Dr. Wayne Boyles, Pinecrest Baptist Church 

in Corinth, MS, and her pastor, Brother Carroll Kinley, the first OBI School Rally was held and has 

since continued to be a very important annual event.  Over the years the list of hosts for these annual 

rallies includes Pinecrest MBC of Corinth, MS; New Union MBC of Red Bay, AL; Trinity MBC of 

West Memphis, AR; Calvary MBC of Burnsville, MS; Traceland MBC of Verona, MS; Hatley MBC 

of Amory, MS; Lakeview MBC of Corinth, MS; Mt. Zion MBC of Amory, MS; Grey Road MBC of 

Memphis, TN; Central MBC of Newport, AR; and sponsoring church, South Lamar MBC of Oxford, 

MS.    Because of the generosity of God's people, these rallies have been extremely successful as a 

means of raising funds for many needs.  One of the earliest benefits was the retirement of the 

indebtedness on the OBI facility at that time.  Others include new computer equipment, a label 

affixing machine, copier, the new 40 X 48 two-story addition, and the landscaping/parking lot 

surrounding the OBI building.  At this writing our 2004 rally is barely one month passed with Central 

MBC of Newport, AR, as host.  We surpassed our $25,000 goal for the first time.   

  When the 1988 Fall Semester began, Dr. Jim Jones and Brother Charles Faust were chosen as 

vice-president and dean, respectively.  Brother Faust was a member of the sponsoring church in 1975 

and was the man who made the motion to establish Oxford Baptist Institute.  He surrendered to 

preach in August of 1978 and enrolled at OBI that same month.   He received his Doctorate in Bible 

Languages and, at this writing, has been an instructor for twenty-one years.  He is presently serving 

as executive vice-president and dean. 

 In May of 1991 Brother Boyles resigned as pastor/president.  Brother Boyles, just like his 

predecessor, Brother Dickinson, served faithfully and sacrificially. Many more souls were won to the  
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Lord during his time as pastor.    In July, 1991, South Lamar Baptist Church called as her pastor OBI's 

longtime servant, Dr. Jim Jones.  He moved on the field August 1.  Brother Jones, seeking not to 

disturb the solid foundations of truth on which this work was established, continued, with God's help, 

in the old paths.  In August 1992 Brother Neal Clark, OBI Instructor for the past seven years, was 

named Vice-President and Brother Charles Faust was named Executive VP/Dean.  Further 

improvements to the campus included new furniture, new carpet throughout, new flooring in the 

kitchen and dining area, offices remodeled, and a new building, completed in 1996, which houses a 

chapel,  computer lab, the new OBI Library, rest room facilities, church classrooms on the second 

floor, and a recreation facility.  Half of the cost of the new building was paid by OBI with funds 

raised at several school rallies and the other half is being paid by South Lamar MBC.  At this writing 

(February 2005) the note on this building should be paid in full by December 2005. 

 In May, 1997, Dr. Jones resigned as pastor of South Lamar Baptist Church to pastor Broadmoor 

Missionary Baptist Church in Pine Bluff, AR.  He remained as president of OBI until such time as a 

new man was called as pastor/president. 

 All that God provided under the leadership of these three men is viewed with much pride and 

gratitude.   God alone knows the many hours that have been spent alone in travel, in prayer, and in 

tears by the dedicated men who now hold and have held the reins at South Lamar Baptist Church and 

Oxford Baptist Institute. 

 In August 1997, South Lamar called as her pastor, Brother Ron Provence.  He also assumed the 

responsibilities of president of OBI upon the resignation of Dr. Jones.  Brother Provence is a 

graduate of OBI and at this writing (October 2007) he has completed ten years and two months as 

pastor/president.   

 The prayerful and financial support of this work--from churches and individuals--has been very 

generous from the word go.  Gratitude is extended for everything that has been made possible 

through the generosity of God's people.   We are especially thankful for His faithfulness to provide 

South Lamar with men of talent, good health, and willing spirits to undertake the many tasks that 

they are called upon to perform.   He continues to bless and is due all the praise, honor, and glory for 

everything that has been accomplished. 

 In March, 2006, OBI added to her staff as Director of Promotions, Anthony Phillips.  He served 

through December, 2006.  He was ordained to the full Gospel Ministry on January 15, 2007, after 

accepting the pastorate of New Prospect MBC, Colt, AR.  He worked very diligently as promotions 

director, and because of his hard work a number of very generous special offerings were received and 

several churches added OBI to their monthly mission budget.  We are very grateful to him for the 

time he dedicated to this position. He is continuing his studies at OBI and will graduate with a 

Bachelor of Bible Languages in May, 2009.  Should he continue his graduate studies he will receive 

his Doctor of Bible Languages in 2011.  I know your prayers would be appreciated as he serves the 

Lord and the members of New Prospect as their pastor.  

 To make an appointment for someone to come to present OBI and her needs please contact 

President Ron Provence at 662-234-2327.  You may also email him at obi@obionline.org. 

mailto:obi@obionline.org
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Message 

 

from  
 

 

President 
 

 

 

                                                

 

 
 

Dear Friends: 

 Under the guidance of her sponsor, South Lamar Missionary Baptist Church, 

Oxford Baptist Institute has enjoyed the blessings from God since 1975.  Because 

of the fine leadership of her former presidents--Dr. LeRoy Dickinson, Dr. Wayne 

Boyles, and Dr. Jim Jones--OBI has grown in spirit and has never put aside the old 

landmarks on which she was founded.   For this we thank the Lord and give Him 

all the honor and glory.   

 In August of 1997 South Lamar Baptist called me to be her pastor and to 

assume the leadership of OBI.   Because I am a proud graduate of OBI, it makes 

God's call to be her president and pastor of her sponsoring church a very special 

blessing and I deeply desire the prayers of my brothers and sisters in Christ.  The 

standards and Christian conduct of OBI have always been high and they will 

continue to be so with God's help.   When serving the Lord, one should strive to be 

the best example of a Christian that he or she can be. 

 One reason for OBI's success is her constant effort to have a close relationship 

to the students and to the pastors, churches, and individuals who so faithfully 

support her with their prayers and their finances.  Because of this, many students 

have been able to stay in school to earn their diplomas and other awards. 

 As you read this catalog, I ask that you prayerfully consider attending OBI.  

The best way to make your decision is by visiting the school.   Whether you are a 

God-called preacher or a layperson, simply wanting a good Christian education, 

you will benefit from your studies here.  We will be glad to supply any information 

needed.  All you have to do is ask. 

 May God richly bless you is my prayer. 

 

Prayerfully, 

Ron Provence, President 

                                           Photo by Richard Ross 
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OUR FORMER PRESIDENTS 

 

Dr. LeRoy Dickinson                Picture unavailable 
President 1975-1984                                                      for website at this time. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Wayne Boyles                                       Picture unavailable           
President 1984-1991                                                      for website at this time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Jim Jones                             Picture unavailable 
President 1991-1997                                                     for website at this time. 

 

 

 Upon leaving Oxford Baptist Institute, 

Brother Dickinson pastored Bethel MBC in 

Searcy, AR for fifteen years.  Following his 

ministry in Searcy he went to Columbia, MO,  

where he served as missionary pastor for   

Oakland Baptist Mission until early 2008 

when, because of health issues, he was forced 

to move back to Searcy, AR, to be near 

family.  As of this writing he is still serving 

the churches of the American Baptist 

Association in the capacity of teacher, supply 

pastor, etc.  As of this writing, May 2008, he 

expresses his desire to continue to be used of 

the Lord as long as he is physically able. 

 Since leaving Oxford Baptist Institute 

Brother Boyles has been with Oakwood 

Missionary Baptist Church of Spruce Pine, 

AL.  He is currently her pastor and the 

evangelist for a TV outreach ministry of 

Oakwood known as ñMaster of the Wind." 

 Upon leaving Oxford Baptist Institute Dr. 

Jones pastored Broadmoor MBC of Pine 

Bluff, AR, for one year.  In 1998 he moved to 

Texarkana, AR, to work in publications and 

promotions.  Currently he is the adult 

curriculum editor and pastor of Hooks MBC 

of Hooks, TX. 
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FACTS ABOUT  

OXFORD BAPTIST INSTITUTE  
 

WHAT WE BELIEVE  
 1. The Triune Godhead 

    a. Father   b. Son    c. Holy Spirit 

 2.  The Virgin Birth of Jesus Christ 

 3. The infallible, verbal inspiration of the Scriptures 

 4. The Genesis account of creation 

 5. The Great Commission was given to the churches only. 

 6. The Deity of Jesus Christ 

 7.  All cooperating bodiesðsuch as associations, conventions, and their boards or 

committees, etc.ðare, and properly should be, servants of the local, visible 

churches. 

 8.  Jesus Christ established His church during His personal ministry on earth and it 

is always a local, visible assembly of Scripturally baptized believers in covenant 

relationship to carry out the Great Commission. 

 9. The Great Commission teaches that there has been a succession of Missionary 

Baptist Churches from the days of Christ to this present day. 

 10. Salvation by grace, through repentance and faith, to ALL. 

 11. Scriptural baptism is immersion of the believer, administered by the authority of 

a New Testament church; the Lordôs Supper is a memorial ordinance, restricted 

to members of the local church. 

 12. The substitutionary work of Jesus Christ for ALL MANKIND  

 13. The Divine call to preach 

 14. Scriptural association of churches in all phases of missions. 

 15. Literal heaven for all the saved; literal hell for all who reject Christ as Savior. 

 16. Bodily resurrection and return of Jesus Christ and the bodily resurrection of the 

saints. 

 17. Millennial reign of Christ on earth. 
  

SEAL   

 

     

 The Oxford Baptist Institute offers 

Bible training in three languages: Hebrew, 

Greek and English.  The Bible is the 

principle text book for all courses taught in 

her classrooms.  The cross is a reminder of 

the great task ahead and the tremendous 

price paid for us.  The light rays are fed 

through the open Bible beneath the Cross, 

our only source of revelation for this day. 
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COLORS 

 "BLUE"    God gave all the colors within the creation a lovely background of blue.  The 

blue of the heavens covers the infinite expanse of the universe.  Likewise, the blue 

background of the Hebrew word Elohim in the seal stands as a reminder of God's infinite love 

and grace. 

 "RED"      The shed blood of the Son of God is for the remission of the sins of mankind.  

The red background behind the Greek word for Jesus reminds us of the completed work of 

redemption of Jesus Christ the Son of God. 

 "GREEN"  The Holy Spirit is an ever present power to the child of God.  The living 

things of the creation display an ever present power in their existence, most of which are 

green.  The green background is a symbol of the activity of the Holy Spirit. 
 

PURPOSE 

 The unchanging purpose of OBI is to teach and train men and women for service to the 

Master.  There is a program for ministerial students and another for non-ministerial students. 

 The Word of God is the most precious book in the world.  An institution like OBI is a 

fortress for its defense and preservation.  These truths are to be taught in every classroom.  

The new theology, new lights, new Bibles, and new revelations are all discarded as occult or 

heresy.   The Ancient Landmarks are not to removed from this institution. 
 

AUTHORITY  

 The authority to administer the things that are spiritual belongs to the local church.  The 

Oxford Baptist Institute is a teaching ministry of the South Lamar Missionary Baptist Church.  

This church owns and operates the school and all matters concerning teachers, subjects, and 

policies belong to the church. 
 

ASSOCIATION  

 Associations are messengers from local churches of like faith and order in meetings to 

share a common interest in the mission endeavors of said churches.  Associations are not 

legislative bodies to decide policies by which the local church is to abide but to find means to 

help each other do what the Bible has already outlined.  The Oxford Baptist Institute is in 

harmony with the principles of the American Baptist Association of Theological Schools and 

she encourages all phases of mission work through the local church. 
 

LOCATION  
 The Oxford Baptist Institute is located approximately one mile south of Baptist Memorial 

Hospital North Mississippi on South Lamar Boulevard.  The address is 2885B South Lamar 

Boulevard; Oxford, Mississippi 38655. 
 

FACILITIES  
 The original two-story facility housing the Oxford Baptist Institute was erected in 1977.  A 40 X 

48 two-story addition was built in 1986, making a total of 10,726 square feet of space.  In this one 

structure there are six classrooms, four offices, large kitchen and dining area, shower and rest room 

facilities, faculty and student dorms, and plenty of storage space.  The OBI Library was also located 

in this building until 1996.  At that time a new facility was completed to house a new library, 

computer lab, and chapel. 
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OWNERSHIP 

 Oxford Baptist Institute is owned and operated by South Lamar Baptist Church, Oxford, 

Mississippi.  Churches and individuals throughout the fellowship of the American Baptist 

Association support the Institute with offerings and gifts. 
 

SCHOOL PAPER 
 The OBI Bulletin, a bi-monthly publication, is mailed to subscribers free of charge.  It 

includes financial reports, school news, letters to the editor, editorials, etc. 

 

WEB SITE 
 Oxford Baptist Instituteôs home on the web (www.obionline.org) is a place where 

students, faculty, staff, alumni, and visitors can see whatôs happening at the school.  Visitors 

to the website can contact us through e-mail, sign our guestbook, and ask to be put on the 

mailing list to receive the OBI Bulletin, or request more information about OBI.  To make the 

website even more informative and to enhance our online presence, new features are planned.                                                                                         

--Chris Provence, Webmaster 
 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT  
 

 The magnitude of a ministry such as this is overwhelming.  South Lamar Missionary 

Baptist Church could not continue the work without the financial support of her sister 

churches.  Such generosity has never ceased to be a source of amazement and constant 

encouragement.  We deeply appreciate the churches outside of the American Baptist 

Association who send regular monthly support as well.   
 

REGULAR OFFERINGS  
 Churches and individuals who include OBI in their monthly budget comprise the major 

support for her operation. 
 

OBI ANNUAL SCHOOL RALLY  
This rally is held once a year in the early spring.   Should moneys be needed in the 

general fund for everyday operating expenses, this need is given first consideration. 

Otherwise, the funds are used for building improvements, maintenance, furniture, office 

equipment, etc. From the beginning these rallies have been a source of tremendous  blessing.    
 

DESIGNATED OFFERINGS 
 Contributions may be made to the STUDENT RELIEF FUND, the JACK S. KELLY 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND, and the OBI PANTRY.   From time to time special needs 

necessitate other special offerings.  We let our readers know about these needs when they 

arise by means of her monthly publication, The OBI Bulletin. 
 

CHARLES W. MASK MEMORIAL LIBRARY  
Books can be placed in the library "in memory of" or "in honor of" a friend or loved one.   
 

ENDOWMENTS  
Such gifts by interested individuals will always be welcomed and appreciated. 

http://www.obionline.org/
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BEQUESTS 
One may remember OBI in his or her will.   The Christian has an unusual opportunity to

 witness that Christ came first in his life and also in his death.   In this way, one may

 extend his or her Christian stewardship so that God's work may prosper and be a blessing

 to the coming generation.   Legal counsel as to the working and form of a bequest is

 advisable.  In the absence of such counsel, the form on the following page may be used.   

 

(For further information on these or other methods of giving, please write, call, or visit 

 the       school at any time.) 

 
 

 I hereby give, devise, and bequeath unto the Oxford Baptist Institute of 

Oxford, Mississippi, the sum of ___________________________________ 

dollars ($                             ) and/or the following described property:  

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

___________ to be paid out of my real or personal estate owned by me at my 

death.ò                                                                                                                                                              

                                                                 

_________________________________________________________                                                                           

 Signature 

 

                                                   _________________                                       

                                                               Date 

 

 

 _________________________________________________________                                                                                                      

      Witness 

 

                                                 __________________                                                        

                                                                Date 
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SPIRITUAL OPPORTUNITIES  

AND REQUIREMENTS  

 
CHURCH STUDENT RELATIONSHIP  

 South Lamar Baptist Church of Oxford, Mississippi, sponsors the Oxford Baptist 

Institute.  OBI is responsible to the church at all times.  The utmost care is taken to maintain 

the closest possible fellowship and cooperation.  Church membership of students in the 

sponsoring church is not required but earnestly solicited.  Whether a student is a member of 

the sponsoring church or of another church, he or she should remember that they are here 

temporarily and should neither seek to shape the policy nor direct the business of the church 

with which they unite.  Students are not only welcome, but are expected, to take part in the 

Sunday School, worship, and training services of a Scriptural church. 

 
CHAPEL  

 Chapel services every Tuesday at 10:00 a.m. are an inspirational time for faculty, 

students, and guests.  This is an opportunity for special music and most importantly, 

challenging messages from men of God. 

 Each student is given one hour of credit per semester for chapel; required for first 

through third year only. 

 
CODE OF CONDUCT 

 1. Courtesy First 

 2. Property and facilities should be respected at all times. 

 3. Food and drinks should be confined to the kitchen area. 

 4. Each individual is responsible for making his bed and keeping the floor 

around his bed clean. 

 5. Lavatory, shower, and bath facilities are to be left clean.  Dirty linen and

 clothes should be properly stored. 

 6. Lights out on Monday night at 11:00 p.m. 

 7. No rearrangement of furniture without permission from the office. 

 8. Kitchen area is to be kept clean at all times. 

 9. Library is for study and research only. 

 10. No book is to be taken from the library unless it is properly checked out with

 the librarian. 

 11. All teachers will be respected for their positions and will be addressed as 

 Brother, followed by their last name. 

 12. Use of tobacco in any form is prohibited on church or school property,  

 ANYWHERE. 

 13. Past-due accounts are not tolerated. 

 14. Gossip is taboo. 
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 15. BIBLE CONFERENCES ARE A PART OF THE CLASSROOM WORK. 

ABSENTEEISM WILL LOWER THE STUDENT'S GRADE.  

 16. Final grades, certificates, and awards of any kind will not be given to any

 student missing the final conference. 

 17. The student is to be a Christian example at all times.  Even when the student is 

 not on school or church property he is a representative of the Oxford Baptist 

Institute. 

 18. One should be proud of his call to preach and of Oxford Baptist Institute no 

matter where he may be. 
  

DRESS CODE 
1. Ties must be worn at all times. 

2. Coat and tie must be worn to all chapel services and during Bible Conferences. 

3. No blue jeans or tennis shoes are to be worn on campus except when using the gymnasium.  

No shorts are to be worn at anytime. 

4. Hair must stay cut above the ears and no full beards or goatees will be permitted. 

5. For ladies who attend classes or chapel, proper attire is a modest dress of knee length or 

longer. 

 In Scripture special dress was required for celebration, for worship, and to signify consecration or 

holiness.  The dress code for OBI reflects this principle.  We dress conservatively to signify that we 

are soldiers of the cross and that we have a special calling to minister the gospel of Christ to the 

world.  Chapel time is a special time set aside for celebration of our salvation and worship of the One 

who gave Himself for us.  Therefore we impress the idea that our dress is to be such as to give God 

our very best at all times.   

 

The dress code emphasizes three purposes: 

1.  Men who have special callings from God demonstrate proper reverence toward the   One who 

 saved them,  called them, and protects them. 

2.  Men learn to dress for success in an academic setting.  Studies have proven that a correlation 

exists between dress codes and improved academic achievement.  That stricter dress codes 

have proven to be academically successful is no .  Student should look their best and do their 

best for the Lord.  

3.  Because visitors frequently visit OBI, it is important that students and instructors present 

themselves as neatly and professionally as possible.  Students and instructors are always ñin 

view of a callò because many times visitors  are looking for a pastor.  Even if they are not 

looking the first time they visit, their first impressions are extremely important!  Perhaps in 

the near future, whey they are seeking a pastor, they will remember the impressions that were 

made by the men of OBI.  The objective of such a dress code is to present the soldier of 

Christ in the uniform of the Army of God.  

 

OBI teaches that: 

1. A man of God must dress in such a way that he will be a living testimony that will honor and 

glorify the Lord Jesus Christ (Colossians 3:17). 

2. A man of God must possess good self-esteem.  Dressing as nice as possible helps to build 

such esteem. 

3. A man of God must never be a stumbling block to others; consequently, our dress should 

never give occasion for stumbling (I Thessalonians 5:22). 

4. A man of God must never compromise with the world (Romans 12:1-2), but be separated 

from it (II Corinthians 6:14-18). 
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SCHOLARSHIPS AND AWARDS 
 

  At this writing, Oxford Baptist Institute is privileged to have available ninet academic 

scholarships.  In order to be the recipient of any one of the eight scholarships, the student 

must meet certain requirements established by the faculty and staff of OBI and approved by 

the South Lamar Missionary Baptist Church.   The funds from each scholarship must be used 

for school assessed fees and required textbooks for the year in which the scholarship was 

received.    The recipient shall be chosen according to his scholastic average for the year at 

OBI (must be 95 or above), as well as his character, attitude, attendance, and dress.  Any tie 

will be broken by a voting panel composed of the staff of OBI and, if available, the senior 

with the highest grade-point average. 

 To be chosen to receive a scholarship is an honor.  For this reason students should be 

aware of what is involved and the importance of being selected.  The moneys for these 

scholarships are provided, sometimes at great sacrifice, by people who love the cause of 

Christ and who love helping God-called men further their ministry. 

 A student is selected to receive a scholarship because he excelled academically and 

because his character portrayed maturity and stability.  This should be prayerfully considered 

by the scholarship recipient should he feel at any time during the year that he can no longer 

remain in school.  Extra effort should be made to stay in school. 

 Special circumstances will be taken into consideration.  In most cases, however, the 

student attending school on a scholarship will be expected to repay the scholarship fund in 

full for text books if he feels that he must drop out before completing the year.  

 Also, at this writing, Oxford Baptist Institute is privileged to have two non-academic 

grants.  The money is to be used to pay school assessed fees and the cost of required 

textbooks. 

 

 The JACK S. KELLY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP is presented in memory of 

all the work, love, and encouragement that Brother Kelly gave to the Oxford Baptist Institute 

and the South Lamar Missionary Baptist Church.   He was a charter member of South Lamar 

and a strong promoter of OBI.  He loved every phase of both ministries and supported them 

faithfully.  Students who attend classes at OBI will be beneficiaries of his many labors of 

love.  It is with this in mind that the funds for this scholarship are made available by Dr. and 

Mrs. Charles Faust and Dr. and Mrs. Jerry Baker.  Outside contributions are welcomed and 

encouraged as well. 

 The recipient of the Jack S. Kelly Memorial Scholarship will be a student entering his 

second, third, or fourth year of classroom studies who meets all other qualifications 

previously stipulated. 

 The monetary value of this scholarship is $500.00 per year and must be used for school 

assessed fees and the cost of required textbooks.    

 

  

 The JIM AND ANNIE RAYMOND SCHOLARSHIP was established by Sister 

Annie Raymond in July 1996 in memory of her husband, Jim.   Since then Sister Raymond 

has also gone to be with the Lord.    She gave the school a very generous sum of money to be 
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placed in a savings account.  The interest on this money provides funds for the scholarship. 

Faith Baptist Church of McCrory, AR, was instrumental in OBI's receiving this scholarship. 

 The recipient of the Jim and Annie Raymond Scholarship will be a student entering his 

second, third, or fourth year of classroom studies who meets all other qualifications 

previously stipulated. 

 The monetary value of this scholarship is up to $400.00 per year and must be used to pay 

school assessed fees and the cost of required textbooks.   

 

 The PHIL YOUNG MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP is lovingly provided by Mr. 

and Mrs. John Young in memory of their son, Phil Young.   Phil accepted the Lord as his 

Savior at the age of thirteen and died in a tragic automobile accident at the age of sixteen.   

 Brother John Young is an OBI graduate with a Bachelor in Theology. 

 The recipient of the Phil Young Memorial Scholarship must be a four-year graduate 

going into the Masters program who meets all other qualifications previously stipulated. 

 The monetary value of this scholarship is up to $500.00 and must be used to pay school 

assessed fees and the cost of required textbooks.  

  

 The   CLARK LEASURE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP was established in 

May 2002 as the OBI Alumni Scholarship.  In June of 2003 we were deeply saddened by the 

passing of one of our students and our friend, Clark Leasure.  It was later decided by a vote of 

present alumni that the name of the scholarship would be changed to The Clark Leasure 

Memorial Scholarship. The funds for this scholarship are provided by alumni dues and 

special offerings from anyone desiring to contribute.   

 The recipient of The Clark Leasure Memorial Scholarship is to be a student entering his 

second, third, fourth, or fifth year of classroom studies who meets all other qualifications 

previously stipulated in the schoolôs catalog.   The monetary value of this scholarship is up to 

$500 per year and must be used to pay for school assessed fees and the cost of required 

textbooks. 

 The PRESIDENT APPRECIATION SCHOLARSHIP was established by 

South Lamar Baptist Church to show her appreciation for and in honor of the men who serve 

so selflessly as president of the Oxford Baptist Institute.  Since her beginning in 1975 there 

have been four men who have filled these shoes; Dr. LeRoy Dickinson (1975-1983), Dr. 

Wayne Boyles (1984-1991), Dr. Jim Jones (1991-1997), and Brother Ron Provence (1997-

present).   

 The recipient of the President Appreciation Scholarship will be a student entering his 

second, third, fourth, or fifth year of classroom studies who meets all other qualifications 

previously stipulated, but he must also have the highest grade of all his peers.   

 The monetary value of this scholarship is up to $500.00 per year and must be used to pay 

for school assessed fees and the cost of required textbooks.    

 

 The FRANK GLOVER MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP was established in 

April, 2006, by Crigler MBC of Star City, AR, to honor the memory of a beloved former 

pastor. 

 Brother Glover was born February 19, 1920, to Francis Marion ñFrankò Glover and 

Sarah Jane Ward Glover.  They lived in the Randall community of Cleveland, AR.  He 




